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Meeting of the General Membership  

MINUTES 

March 11, 2013 
 

I.   President Martha Reeves called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm at the Portage Senior Center.  

 She welcomed members and that folks put the chairs away after the meeting.  

 She requested those with announcements to form a line to her right and offered them the 

microphone. 

 

II.   Announcements:  

 

 Marta Williams said the website is up to date except for the members’ page, and they are 

working in that area.  

 Anne Mehring brought up a 40
th
 Anniversary bag, which were offered for sale at half price at 

$7.50. Six bags were sold at the meeting. There are about 20 more to sell. 

 Juanita Manning-Walsh had three announcements.  

o First, the progress on the programs for the next year.  

o Second, we need two members to step up for Vice Pres and Secretary 

o Third,  

 Ellen Colston, Service Bureau, asked members to sign up for volunteer positions at the various 

area Festivals and Events. She offered to help if anyone wanted to make a period costume, as she 

has an appropriate pattern for an old time dress. 

 Cyndee Mishler, said that in cleaning up for her expected move, she found roving for felting and 

brought a big box which she offered for sale at $5/bag. 

o  She also had one of Letty Klein’s braiding kits for sale as the braiding and sewing 

movements are hard on her hands. 

o Lastly she talked about the silk crackle weave scarf she was wearing.  

 Lori Evesque reminded members of t he Rug braiding class that Letty is teaching at Tillers 

March 23. 

 Barb Giesen, MLH rep put out a bag for fabric samples and containers for the MLH Conference 

in August. She is in charge of making the table decorations.  

 Ann Neimi, MLH president said the conference catalogue is in the mail and registration starts 

next Friday on line. They are running a bit late due to issues with getting set up with Pay Pal. 

 Gretchen Huggett, Kalamazoo Institute of Art weaving instructor announced the upcoming 

spinning classes, one on making batts and another on core spinning. 

 

III. Judith Jones then introduced the evening’s speaker, Susan Wilson who spoke on Crackle 

Weave. Susan received the HGA Certificate of Excellence in Handweaving, Master Level, in 1990, 

with a specialty in crackle weave. Her book Weave Classic Crackle & More was published in 2011. 

Susan's work has been published in Weaver's, Handwoven, Complex Weavers Journal, and Shuttle 

Spindle & Dyepot magazines, and her crackle sample was featured on the cover of the classic 

reference, A Weaver's Book of 8-Shaft Patterns edited by Carol Strickler. A weaver for 40 years, 

Susan enjoys pattern weaving, sampling to explore woven structure, and creating household textiles 

and clothing accessories. 

Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo, Inc. 

P. O. Box 2795 

Kalamazoo, MI 49003-2795 



 

  Kalamazoo Weavers Guild, General Meeting Minutes    

March, 2013,    Page 2 

 

 

Susan taught our weekend crackle weave class. She said how much she enjoyed visiting 

different Guilds, saying they are all different but alike in many ways. She will take a Kalamazoo 

Weavers Guild idea home to Denver: our Yearbook with fabric insert. She would like her Guild 

to initiate that, but said if she brings it up, she will be tasked with setting it up. She indicated that 

some of the workshop students had brought samples of their work.  

 

Susan said the Crackle Weave technique is a Swedish one that was introduced here in the 1920s 

by Mary Atwater, calling it a makeshift weave with eccentricities. This weave structure of fine 

threads and definite structure became very popular in the 20’s until the 60s when weaving styles 

changed to thicker, bulkier yarns, heavier textures and different structures.  

 

Susan took a workshop in Denver from Margie O’Shannesey in the 1980s on treadling variations 

and methods that do not have a specific threading associated with them. In crackle weave, a 

block structure, the number of shafts determines the number of blocks in a pattern. For example, 

if there are four treadles there will be four blocks; if eight, eight blocks. The pattern may have 

large blocky areas with smaller blocks interrelated with them. The crackle threading can be 

treadled as if for summer and winter, as Bronson Lace and a honeycomb pattern to variations of 

these familiar weave structures. She loves to make curves with blocks and showed some lovely 

pieces.  
 

At the end of her presentation, Martha Reeves invited members to look over Susan’s samples which she 

brought to display. The meeting concluded at 8:35 pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Anne Mehring  

Anne Mehring, Secretary 

 


