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 Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo 
Shuttle    CONNECTING THROUGH FIBER  

 

Here it is the end of the year already. 
That means it is time to renew your 
Guild membership.  Look at all the 
benefits of belonging to the Guild.  
You may meet fiber friends, connect 
with a mentor, join a study group, use 
our extensive library, take a workshop, 
hear excellent speakers, receive a great 
newsletter, rent weaving and spinning 
equipment, apply for a scholarship and 
participate in the Guild sale. Whew!  
At only $30.00 you get a great value.  
When I look at all these benefits I am 
really thankful to have so many 

resources available to help me with my 

weaving.  Where else can you get so 
much? 

 
At the May meeting, we will have our 
much awaited study group projects on 
display, as well as any show and tell you 
wish to bring.  There will be the annual 
election of officers and much more.  I 
will see you all in May. 
 
This has been a great year.  I truly 
appreciate all the volunteers.  Without 
all of you, there would not be a guild.  
Thank you, everyone!   

 
Martha Reeves         

 President 

 

 

 

       This has been a great year! 
 

   Membership Time     

 
 

 

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
 

If you haven’t renewed your membership,  

print out the membership form from the website 

(www.weaversguildofkalamazoo.org) 

and send it in today- or bring it to the May Meeting. 
 

http://www.weaversguildofkalamazoo.org/


 

  

 
2012-2013 Officers & 
Com m ittee Chairs  
President – Martha Reeves 
Vice President – Juanita Manning-Walsh 
Secretary – Anne Mehring 
Treasurer – Nancy Krapf 
Education – Nancy Crampton 
Program Committee Chair – Juanita Manning-Walsh 
Workshop Coordinator – Judith Jones 
Mentor Program – Esther James 
Scholarship Program – acting, Anne Mehring 
Shuttle Editor – Marta G. Williams 
Yearbook Editor – Nancy Clark, Mindy Tai 
Yearbook Fabric – Nancy Crampton 
Service Bureau Coordinator – Ellen Colston 
Librarian – Kristi Chapman 
Library Storage – Martha Reeves 
Membership – Marta G. Williams 
Newcomers/Welcoming – Bev Munson, Karen Lasen 
Photographer – Stephanie Kyhn 
Historian/Archivist – Joanne Casey Smith 
Hospitality Chair – Dawn Mergener 
Equipment Rental – Nancy Frost 
Arts Council Rep – Gretchen Huggett 
MLH Rep – Barb Giesen 
WAFA Chair – Kristie Chapman, Nancy Crampton 
WAFA Treasurer – Jill Strobel 
WAFA Secretary – Cory Zann 
Exemption Committee – Mary Ippel, Anne Mehring, 
Nancy Thornton 
 

Be sure to thank your Officers and Chairs.  It is 

through their volunteer efforts that the Guild 

prospers. 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

May 13 is the last meeting before summer 

(we’re having summer this year, right??). 

Anyway, here’s your chance to bring back 

any library books you have finished with.  

Then be sure and stock up for your summer 

projects. All nine magazine titles and all 

videos and DVDs will be at the meeting, plus 

all our new books. If you want any of our 

‘classic’ books, just let me know ahead of 

time and I’ll have them waiting for you. 

 

If you need books during the summer, send 

me an email, and we’ll work something out.- 

Kristi Chapman 
                              Guild Librarian 

Program s for 2012-13 

7 pm at the Portage Senior Center 
 

The May Meeting is for Sharing 
May 13 

 

Our annual May meeting’s focus is on sharing 

what we have learned and accomplished during 

the year. 

 

Study groups will each have a table that will 

illustrate the themes of their monthly meetings. 

Please label your pieces with your name and some 

kind of identification, such as weave structure or 

kind of fiber. 

 

Those members who attended the Susan Wilson 

Crackle workshop, please bring your workshop 

sample to share. 

 

If you do not belong to a study group but have 

other work to share, unrelated to a study group, 

please bring it as well. Tables will be available to 

display your work. 

 

This sharing meeting is an important element of 

our growth as fiber artists. Have you noticed that 

when you take a class, you learn as much from 

each other as you do from the teacher? Let your 

fellow Guild members see what you are working 

on and let them learn from you. We have lots of 

talented members who have much to share. 

 

Nancy Crampton (344-6799) 

Education Chair 

 
 

2013-14 Ballot 
 

The following members have volunteered 

to serve as our Board in 2013-14.  A formal 

vote will take place at the May General 

Meeting. 

PRESIDENT: Juanita Manning-Walsh 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Letty Klein 

TREASURER: Nan Krapf 

SECRETARY: Cathy McCarthy 
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New to Our Library 
Custom Woven Interiors  

by Kelly Marshall (2012) 
 

The subtitle of this book says it all:  “bringing color and design home with Rep weave”.  This simple statement is not 

only a complete and accurate description of the book but in many ways an understatement hiding just how much color 

and design and great inspiration  the book contains.  I have enjoyed it as both bedtime reading (does anyone else enjoy 

falling asleep to inspirational fiber art??) and a source of information for actual weaving projects for my home (all in 

Rep or Thick and Thin technique). 

 

Once again we have a gorgeous new addition to our WGK library, a book that you can judge from its tempting colorful 

cover!  The author is a talented professional fiber artist from Minneapolis (trained in Sweden) who uses her own home 

weavings to teach us how to find inspiration, designing from those initial ideas, working with color (including staring at 

walls of stash)  and finally going from design to loom and filling a home with functional, coordinated, and truly artistic 

textiles.  And while the book begins with the somewhat more nebulous talk of inspiration (with examples) it moves on 

to hardcore discussion of patterns, materials and tools, looms, techniques and of course personal tips. 

 

The author has great timing for interjecting her personal thoughts in just the right places.  For example, there is a 

tradition that Scandinavian Rep weave rugs were made from linen yarns.  But, affordability and availability led to the 

Swedes embracing cotton instead.  Thus, the author’s patterns mostly utilize cotton, but she often chooses a 16/2 linen 

thread for her thin weft because it is strong, packs in tightly, and satisfies her desire to keep the tradition.  And on a 

practical level, she shows us how to cut our warping and threading time in half, very nice for Rep which has so many 

ends!  Photos are abundant, colorful and beautifully done.  Complete information on yarn calculations, setts, sources 

and of course threading, tie-ups and treadling are included.   

 

To quote from the back cover:  “This stunning book features 18 projects including coordinated sets of textiles, multiple 

rugs, table runners and placemats, pillows, throw blankets, curtains, upholstery and more.  Marshall provides weave 

drafts for her original designs, plus detailed weaving instructions for multiple projects on one warp” (!)  Sometimes book 

statements are self-serving and don’t reflect the truth.  Not here!  It’s difficult to choose just one project--they are all 

stunning! 

 

This is a book that belongs in your personal library if you wish to make functional weavings.  It is beautifully bound and 

published by Custom Woven Interiors Ltd, the author’s weaving business.  The cost is $45.00 and it is available at WEBS 

where you can combine yarn and book purchases in order to obtain a generous discount.   

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED.         ISBN 978-0-99852071-0-6.    

Submitted by: Gail Ross  
 

Kalamazoo Fiber and Dye Studio Debut Booth  

Check it Out! 

On Saturday, May 11
th
, Gretchen and Helen will be having their Debut Booth at the Fiber Fiesta in Greenville, MI. The Fiesta 

runs from 10am to 5pm. There will be demonstrations of assorted fiber arts, fiber animals and vendors. 

Gretchen and Helen will be there under the banner of ‘Kalamazoo Fiber and Dye Studio’ which is their new business venture. 

They will be selling hand dyed yarns and fiber along with fiber related goodies and giving out information about the new 

studio space where there will be dye classes and the opportunity to become a member of the studio. 

Gretchen and Helen would love it if as many people as possible came along and cheered them on! No obligation to buy.  

For more information on the Fiber Fiesta, check out their website    http://mifiberfiesta.yolasite.com/  

 

http://mifiberfiesta.yolasite.com/


  

WAFA NEWS 
  

If you participate in any art fairs this summer, 

please come to the May guild meeting and pick 

up a handful of postcards promoting the Weavers 

and Fine Artists Sale (Nov 21-23, 2013).  

  

You can also pick up the new sale tags; the first 

50 are free! 

  

Only seven more months till the WAFA sale! 

Hope you’re planning some weaving/spinning 

during the summer months. The more members 

that participate, the richer the variety of items for 

our incredibly loyal customers. Why not try a 

new weave structure, a new color palette? Baffle 

your friends when you tell them you’re making 

Christmas ornaments in July! 

 

 

 

Sign Up Now for Summer 

Weaving Classes 
 

Jochen Ditterich* has announced the dates for the 

week long summer weaving classes held at the 

Lowell Campus of the Franciscan Life Process 

Center, 11650 Downes St. NE, Lowell, MI  49331.   

 

Two sessions are offered:   

June 10 – 13 

July 8 – 11 

 

Classes meet from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm daily with 

extra studio time available. No looms needed, full 

size looms are at the Center. 

 

You need to bring tape measure, notebook, pen 

and pencil, camera, etc and lunch. 

 

Weavers are also welcome to stay overnight in 

our guest rooms for an added fee. (see The 

Franciscans Insert for more information) 

 

Please call Barb at (616) 897-7842 or email us at 

registrar@lifeprocesscenter.org. 

 

 

*For more information about Jochen, visit his 

 

Summer Travel 

Suggestion 
 

National Museum 

 of  

American Coverlets 

 
www.coverletmuseum.org/ 

322 S. Juliana St. 
Bedford, PA  15522 

 

For those of you traveling east on the Pennsylvania 

Turnpike, there is a special treat in the delightful 

historical Pennsylvania town of Bedford.  The 

National Museum of American Coverlets is just 

two miles south of the Bedford exit and is home to 

thousands of early American coverlets.  There are 

different exhibits throughout the year and various 

educational programs, most notably the upcoming 

Coverlet College in September, a one or two day 

(your choice) weekend program designed for 

weavers, researchers and antique dealers, in which I 

note that Chris Jeryan is one of the presenters and I 

am told that already enrolled attendees include the 

caliber of Becky Ashenden of Vavstuga.  For those 

of you wanting to learn more about coverlets, this 

sounds fantastic, and you can also bring your own 

coverlets for evaluation and show and tell.  And for 

rug hookers, there is a class th Barb Carroll and 

special exhibition in September. 

 

Even if you cannot attend the special programs, this 

museum is open seven days a week and is run by 

two most delightful and knowledgeable people: 

Melinda and Laszlo Zonger.  Melinda is a weaver 

and Laszlo, a delightful Hungarian with a great 

sense of humor, is an incredible font of knowledge.  

My brief visit and tour provided all sorts of insights 

and new information, not to mention the eye 

candy of many beautiful geometric and figured 

coverlets.  I hope that some of you can also share 

this wonderful experience!  

  

Submitted by: Gail Ross 
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 For Sale 

36” wide, 2 harness Union Custom Loom, 

Union Loom Works, Boonville, N.Y. Good 

condition.  $225.   

Contact info:     Susan C. Rumsey 

    269-664-5819       rumseys2@aol.com

 

AVL Cone Rack. Used once. Ash hardwood, holds 56 

cones or spools. Use for sectional warping or cone 

storage.  ($350.00 new), asking $150.00 

 

AVL Tension Box. Used 1 time. Has 2 reeds and 

heddles to help form a cross. ($365.00 new), asking 

$150.    

  

Schacht Walking Reed Hook.  ($54.00 new), asking 

$25.00.    

Contact:   Martha Reeves 
 

40”  4 shaft, 6 treadle, Norwood Loom. excellent 

condition, Sectional warp beam. Bench with storage 

under seat.Various hooks, heddles, shuttles, reeds, 

swift and raddle included. Asking $1500.00  

 

Warping wheel/Cranbrook – large (38”diameter, 60” 

height) $100.00  

Located in Bloomfield Hills, MI 

Contact:   jmamist@aol.com
 

Baby Wolf Loom 

 contact Robin Willard, 

 rwghse50@yahoo.com

Large Sale of fiber related 

supplies & equipment  
at Woodcreek Farm Alpacas 

Friday, May10 & Saturday, May 11, 

10 to 4 each day.  

 

 

2 - 36”, 4 harness LeClerc looms, one 

Nilus,the other a Fanny.   

36”, 2 harness, 2 treadle Union rug 

loom. 

rigid heddle loom,   

18”, 6 harness table workshop loom,  

 

shuttles, heddles, bobbins, etc, drum 

carder. 

 

Alpaca roving, 1sts, 2nds & blends, Many 

warping yarns -- linen, cotton, silk, wool, 

etc., Alpaca knitting yarns, natural colors 

& dyed. 

 

Silk scarf blanks, Dyes & dyeing supplies,  

Books related to spinning, weaving, 

knitting, dyeing, 

felting, etc.  

 

Come shopping. Bring a friend. Nancy 

Lopez, 2530 Woodcreek 

Lane, Davisburg, MI 48350 

woodcreekfarm@comcast.net phones: 

248.634.9775 and 248.410.8827 

48” 4 shaft, 6 treadle, Cranbrook 

Loom – Bexel made, Standard warp 

beam, Bench, Additional reed – 60”.  

MAKE OFFER!  

Located in Ludington, MI 

Contact:   jmamist@aol.com
 

mailto:woodcreekfarm@comcast.net


  

 

60”, 4 harness, 10 treadle Cherry Norwood, Jack 

loom, reinforced and strengthened w/ steel bars for 

rug and tapestry weaving, chain tie-up, 2 sectional 

warp beams (including free standing second warp and 

back beams that slide into and against the main loom), 

bench, very good condition  $900.00 

 

46”, 4 harness, 10 treadle,  Maple Gilmore, Jack 

Loom, like new, heavy duty, sectional warp beam, 

excellent condition $1500.00 

 

56” 20 harness, 25 treadle, Maple Macomber Jack 

Loom on heavy duty casters, 4 warp beams (2 plain, 2 

sectional), double back beam (warp separator) and 

tensioner mounting bar, excellent condition 

 $4,600.00 

 

These looms are in Wellesley Hills, MA.   

 

Marta Williams and Katy Takahashi bought two looms 

from the Jordans recently with good results.  
 

Email: pjordan@verastem.com, or call Sandra Jordan 

at (781) 237-5539. 
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White wool roving-Very clean, easy to spin 

or can be used in weaving, felting and other  

fiber arts and craft projects. $5.00 for 4 

oz package. 

 

Pure wool batting – Make your own really 

warm comforter. Just put the cheese cloth 

covered wool in your duvet cover and put it 

on your bed. Turn your heat down for 

winter and still sleep in toasty warm 

comfort. $120.00 for a 90” X 90” 

(full/queen size) Wool processed by 

Zeilinger Woolen Mill and then covered with 

cheese cloth. 

 

Please contact Marilyn for more info:  

email mslivingston@earthlink.net 

Phone 269-731-4356--  

To check out my web page go to: 

http://home.earthlink.net/~mslivingston 

 

 

 More For Sale 
We are a charity resale shop that raises money 

for the Kalamazoo Deacons Conference. The 

Deacons Conf helps those in need here in 

Kalamzoo. Someone donated a spinning wheel and 

we thought perhaps you might have a member 

who would be interested in it. It is a Country 

Craftsman and appears to be in very nice 

condition. We have it priced at $110. Our phone 

number here at the store is 492-7335 and we 

are open Mon-Sat. 

simpletreasures@deaconsconference.org 

Wanted 
My husband and I recently relocated to 

Kalamazoo from St. Paul, Minnesota. I am a  

beginning/intermediate rug hooker and would 

like to find other rug hookers in the area.  

 

Please contact me if you are a rug hooker or 

have information on rug hooking in the area.  
 

Sharon Marie Saunders 

2327 Lorraine Avenue 

Kalamazoo, MI 49008     

651-269-8189    

saunders.sharone@gmail.com 

mailto:mslivingston@earthlink.net
http://home.earthlink.net/~mslivingston
mailto:simpletreasures@deaconsconference.org
mailto:saunders.sharone@gmail.com


 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo 
POBox 2795 
Kalamazoo, MI  49007 

2013 SHUTTLE deadlines 
For 2013 Mid-summer SHUTTLE – July 12, 2013 

Send items for the SHUTTLE to the SHUTTLE Editor at martag1111@yahoo.com  
 

Study Groups 
 

The Study Groups, Four Harness, Moonbeamers, Multi-harness, Spinning and Swatch, will showcase their 

project work at the May meeting.   

 

Study Group Updates 
Swatch Group:  Just a reminder to finish up our swatches and look forward to our annual exchange at 6pm at the 

Portage Senior Center prior to the WGK May meeting (May 13)  Please come prepared with a few words about your 

chosen weave structure to add to the educational component of our meeting. This needn't be a "lecture" but many have 

stressed the need to take a little time to look at our samples and share some Q/A.    Don't forget:  12 samples (to include 

one for the Guild) 

  

WGK Calendar of events 

May 2013 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1  2 3 

 

4 

5 6 

 

7 8 

 
9 
Four Harness 
9:30 am 

 

 

10 

 

11 

12 13  
General 
Meeting 
7 pm 
Portage Senior 
Center 
 

14 15 
MultiHarness 
9:30 am 

16 
 

17 

Spinning 

10 am to 2 pm 

18 

19 20 

 

21 22 

 

23 

 

 

 

24 

 

25 

26 27  
Moonbeamers 
7pm 

 

28 29 30 31  

 

mailto:martag1111@yahoo.com

