
 

 

Our Next Meeting Is:   

March 11, 2019 

“Handweaving and Beading” 
Jenny Shu 

Lansing, MI  
 

Dinner at Fieldstone Grill @ 5 PM.  Please RSVP to 
Susan Rice at srice098@gmail.com or cell phone 
269-501-0924 to call, text or leave a voice mes-
sage.   

 

 

Shuttle Deadlines: 

Please send items for The Shuttle to the 

editor Paula Clare at 

Paula.m.clare@gmail.com 

March 22 for April Shuttle 

April 26 for May Shuttle 

 

  The Shuttle 
      Connecting Through Fiber 

March 2019 

Volume 51 

Issue 6 

Weaver’s Guild of Kalamazoo, Inc. 

www.weaversguildofkalamazoo.org 

mailto:srice098@gmail.com


Page 2                                                                                  March 2019 Shuttle 

 

Letter from the President 

 

We have gone thru hopefully the worst of the winter and are looking forward to spring activities. 
Remember to sign up for this year’s MLH Conference. Registration closes April 12th. It always is 
so much fun! 
 
Terri Felt has monitored the budget closely for this year and we are keeping to the budget suc-
cessfully. Terri is putting together the budget for next year.  
 
WAFA’s President Nancy Crampton announced venue changes for the sale next year during the 
February guild meeting.  We will have our sale at the Kalamazoo Institute of Art on the same 
weekend but the cost structure will be changed. This is an opportunity to show our skills with 
the KIA artists to the community. Nancy has plans to notify all our customers through the guild 
advertising and thru KIA advertisements. The most significant change is that WAFA will not be 
able to send WGK donations as they have in the past. Nancy suggested ways to add revenue for 
the guild.  
 
Laser cut note cards have about run out. We have a proposal for purchasing more cards. Terri 
will be presenting the plan that will offer us a way to replenish our supply. Look thru you stash 
and see if you will need more cards. Many thanks to Lestra Hazel and Cory Zann  for getting the 
ground work on costs completed so we can again have this available to our members. 
 
Karen Vanderweele continues to be available to offer introductory  sessions to any member who 
has a topic they want to learn. If you have a certain interest please get a hold of Karen.  
 
Nominations for WGK positions are now open. If there is a position you are interested in please 
let me know. We also have positions we have been unable to fill. Membership renewals will be 
due in May.  
 
At our next meeting we will have the pleasure of Jenny Schu from East Lansing Michigan. Jenny 
has made quite a name for herself. She is nationally recognized for her beading, she has taught 
and won awards at Convergence and has her own studio. She will present “Handweaving and 
beading”. 
 
See you March 11, 
 
Ann Niemi 

Notice: 

If Portage Public Schools are closed because of a snow day, the Portage Senior 

Center will also be closed, and there will be no meeting. 
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Library News 

 One of the many perks of being your librarian is that I get to see every new book and 

magazine when it arrives at my door. What perfect timing to get “Designing Woven Fabrics” by 

Janet Phillips on a cold, snowy day! Two cups of tea later, I was just to page 8. This is a thor-

ough treatment of weaving concepts, and I would definitely recommend it to anyone interested 

in digging deeper for a systematic understanding. If you usually pick a project out of Hand-

woven magazine, or are just starting out, this book will definitely give you the tools to expand 

your knowledge and confidence. For myself, I had to stop several times to re-think a lot of things 

I had been doing ‘just because.’  

The author is an experienced teacher who walks you through everything, starting with a 

‘multiple-sectioned sample blanket’ (I would call it a gamp). Then with the 500 (500!) different 

patterns to choose from, she walks you through color, yarn and sett, on the way to actual woven 

examples. This book is full of diagrams and charts as well as beautiful photographs of lovely 

scarves. I know I am inspired to try combining threadings and to take more time sampling.  

Thanks to Cory Zann for recommending this book for our library. You can be the first to sign it 

out at the March meeting. There are still plenty of indoor winter days left.      

   - Kristi Chapman, Guild Librarian  

2018-2019 Program Schedule 

March 11, 2019.  Presentation:  Jenny Shu, Lansing, MI.  “Handweaving and 

Beading” 

April 8, 2019.  Presentation:  Judith Jones, Portage, MI.  “Scholarship Applicant 

Sharing” 

May 13, 2019.  Annual Business Meeting and Presentations from Study Groups. 
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2018-2019 Officers and  

Committee Chairs 

President – Ann Niemi 
Vice President –  Susan Rice 
Secretary – Rhonda Alrick 
Treasurer – Terri Feldt 
Education – Karen VanderWeele 
Program/Workshop Coordinator –  Susan Rice 
Scholarship Program – Anne Mehring  
Shuttle Editor – Paula Clare 
Webmaster—Jill Strobel 
Yearbook Editor –  Mindy Tai  
Yearbook Fabric – Jill Strobel 
Service Bureau Coordinator – Vacant  
Librarian – Kristi Chapman  
Library Storage – Martha Reeves  
Membership – Karen Cote’  
Mentor Program—Terri Smith 
Newcomers/Welcoming –  Vacant  
Photographer – Linda Innes  
Historian/Archivist – Vacant  
Hospitality Chair –  Nancy Crampton 
Equipment Storage/Rental – Robin Willard 
Arts Council Rep – Anne Mehring 
MLH Rep –  Nancy Thornton 
WAFA Chair – Nancy Crampton 
WAFA Treasurer – Jill Strobel 
WAFA Secretary – Cory Zann 
Exemption Committee –  Anne Mehring, Melis-
sa Powers,  Lenore Snyder 

 

Study Groups 
 

For more information, contact the study group 
leader. 

 

Four Harness – Nancy Krapf/Judith Jones– 
meets second Thursday at 9:30 am at members’ 
homes.   

Moonbeamers - Helen Lemmer – meets 
fourth Monday at 7 pm at members’ homes.   

Multi-Harness—Marta Williams – meets third 
Wednesday at 9:30 am at members’ homes.   

Spinners—Susan Chapman/Linda Myers – 
meets third Friday 10 am to 2 pm at Parchment Li-
brary.    

Swatch Exchange—Gail Ross – a virtual 
study group.  

 
Continuous Strand Weaving—Lenore 
Snyder—meets the third Tuesday at the Marshall 
Public Library, 10:00 - Noon.  Contact Lenore 
Snyder - lenore@lenorej.com for information. 
 
Spin 2 Weave—Terri Feldt. 
 
  

 

Hospitality 2018-2019 

Please let the first letter of your last name determine when you bring a snack.  The 

snack can be bought or homemade.  It can be salty, sweet, fruits or veggies.  It does not 

have to feed everyone.  Let me know if you bring something special, like dairy- or gluten

-free. 

 March  R-S   April T-Z 

 May  - Anyone who hasn’t brought a snack  yet 

   Thank you!  

   Nancy Crampton, Hospitality Chair 

 

 

mailto:lenore@lenorej.com
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WAFA....WAFA ....WAFA.....WAFA....WAFA....WAFA 

 

We have some news about WAFA that we want to share with our membership. 

 
As Nancy Crampton mentioned at the February Guild meeting, it’s unlikely that WAFA will be 
able to donate $2000 to the Guild in the future. Some of our more productive weavers are no 
longer participating, fewer members are putting items in the sale, and costs continue to rise. 

 
Given all of this we are looking at ways to deal with these factors. The EXPO Center did not of-
fer us a contract for our space for next year. The “Bingo” room was a possibility, but they could 
not give us any assurance about that. That room is “off the beaten path” and would not easy for 
our customers to find. 

 
KVCC was considered. They have space at their Oshtemo location, but because of their many 
campuses, there are very few people there on the days we would be having the sale. And there 
wouldn’t be other arts or crafts shows there (as there were when we were last there). They will 
only allow us there for Saturday and we would still need tablecloths, insurance, etc. The cost for 
one day would be the same as we were paying at EXPO for 3 days. 

 
But we do have a good, new location! The KIA has invited us to join their Holiday Sale (this 
year it will be the same weekend that we have our sale). That will reduce almost all of our big 
costs (insurance, tablecloths, rental, etc.) The KIA takes 35% of each sale, so we won’t receive 
the 20% that goes into the WAFA Treasury, (some of was donated to the Guild treasury.) But 
they do almost all of the work, including sending out checks, paying Michigan taxes, etc. 

 
We still have some details to work out, but this looks like a good fit for us this year. More de-
tails will be featured in the upcoming Shuttles. You’ll know it when we do! 

 

WGK Exhibit at MLH 

  

Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo will have an exhibit at the MLH conference, May 30 through 

June 1, 2019 at Hope College.  We are calling it "Dining with the Weavers Guild of Kalama-

zoo."  

We  need placemats and short table runners, dishes, glassware, anything that will go with 

our theme of dining for the exhibit. If you would like to be part of the exhibit, please contact 

Nancy Thornton at thorntonn179@gmail.com or 269-721-9867. 

mailto:thorntonn179@gmail.com
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MLH News 

Michigan League of Handweavers Conference will be held at Hope College on May 30 through 
June 4.  The registration for MLH conference will close on April 12, 2019, so there is still time 
to register. 

These Seminars are still open to take: 

Cameron Taylor Brown:  Garden Palettes 

Margaret Coe: Parallel Paradox 

Joan Sheridan:  Warping with New Eyes 

Rhonda Buss:  Stabilizing and Finishing Handwovens 

Jennifer Moore: Exploring the Gold Proportion and the Fibonacci Series 

Donna Kallner:  Ripple Effect Looping 

Julia Daniels:  Weaving Motifs in Summer & Winter 

Lori Evesque:  Yes, You Can Recreate That Natural Dye Color  

Nancy Peck:  Handwoven Wearables with Pizazz 

Barbara Walker:  Design Tricks:  Moving Beyond the Recipe 

Julie Hurd/Denise Holmes:  A Palette from Field and Forest 

Elizabeth Royal:  Sashiko 

Janney Simpson:  Finishing and Embellishment Techniques for Handweavers 

Kalamazoo Book Arts:  Bookbinding : Coptic Stitch 

Karin Fish:  Needlefelted Goddesses 

Wynne Mattila:  Be Inspired in Your Cotton Rug Weaving 

Joan Sheridan:  Textiles Tell a Story 

Jennifer Moore:  Exploring Fractal Design 

Rhonda Buss:  Rectangle Dreams 

Jager/VanDyke/Hoin:  A Textile Journey to Peru 

Nancy Peck:  Taking Rigid Heddle Weaving Beyond Plainweave 

Donna Kallner:  Choosing Local Color 

Anna Kocherovsky:  Tapestry – Experiment in Uncertainty 

Barbara Walker:  Multiple Warp Design 

 

These Workshops are still open to Take: 

 

Barbara Walker:  Signature Blocks 

Cameron Taylor-Brown:  Hands on Color 

Margaret Coe:  Digital Weave Design 

Donna Kallner:  Single-Element Techniques for Spinners and Weavers 

Nancy Peck:  Rigid Heddle Weaving: Step It Up with Two Heddles 

Janney Simpson:  Connections, Layers, & Pockets 

 

For More Information go to www.mlhguild.org and see conference schedule. 
 

 

http://www.mlhguild.org
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Notecard Purchase Possibility 

 

This year, we are testing the market (within our guild) for purchasing  500 notecards with laser cut 
openings and envelopes to be sold to Guild members for $1.00 per notecard with matching enve-
lope. It has been several years since  new notecards were made available to members for pur-
chase.  Research for the Printmill produced notecards was done by Cory Zann and Lestra Hazel 

The proposed order is as follows: 

150 rectangular, Antique Gray, Notecards (80#) & Envelopes (70#) 

150 rectangular, Baronial Ivory, Notecards (80#) & Envelopes (70#) 

100 oval, Antique Gray, Notecards (80#) & Envelopes (70#) 

100 oval, Baronial Ivory, Notecards (80#) & Envelopes (70#) 

This totals 500 Notecards and Envelopes to be sold at $1 each. (It should be noted that the enve-
lopes must come in boxes of 250, so we are planning on one box of Antique Gray envelopes and 
one box of Baronial Ivory envelopes.) 

We will be accepting prepaid orders between now and April 18, 2019. Only after we have secured 
$250 in prepaid purchases from Guild members will we actually order the proposed 500 note-
cards/envelopes from Printmill. The order we place may be adjusted to reflect the results of the 
prepaid orders.  For example, if we have 200 notecards ordered in Antique Gray and 50 for Ivory. 
We would likely adjust our order accordingly. Also if the majority of the cards ordered are rectan-
gle openings, a shift in the amounts of each style opening will occur. 

Paying for all of the notecards and envelopes is the challenge. The cost of this order is $504.02. 
As we all are aware, our monies are limited again this year.  If we do not get 250 prepaid orders 
by April 18, we will re-evaluate the notecard/envelope purchase. If we do have $250.00 in the pre-
paid orders, proposed budget does include $250.00 for the remaining notecards or less as need-
ed. My expectation is that over the next few years all the money invested in notecards/envelopes 
will be recouped. 

Orders can be placed at our March and April monthly meetings or by mailing in the order form to 

the Guild post office box. Our goal is to have the notecard orders available for pick up at the May 

Guild meeting. 
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PROPOSED DUES CHANGE 

 
     We have been able to supplement our income for many years with a sizeable do-
nation from the WAFA sale.  It is probable that these donations will not resume 
and so we need to deal  with our new financial reality. 
 
     In the summer of 2018, I moved funds from our Money Market account in order 
to compensate for our 2018-19 budget shortfall.   This year (2018-19), we earned 
$420 from donated items sold during the 2018 WAFA sale.   My proposed 2019-20 
budget includes moving the remaining $710 from our savings account.  These ac-
tions still leave our 2019-20 budget $454 in the red. Continuing to deplete our sav-
ings every year  to meet our budget needs is not sustainable. 
 
     With our current 82 members and $30 dues, we have a budget shortfall of 
$454.  As you will notice on the proposed budget for 2019-20, I demonstrated how 
increasing our dues from $30 to $35 to $40 per year affects our budget and finan-
cial stability. 
 
     As treasurer, it is my recommendation, we increase our dues from $30 per year 
to $40 per year. This decision will  allow us to have a more stable funding level as 
we plan for the general meeting programs.  You may have noticed I haven't men-
tioned raising dues to $35.  It would definitely improve our financial situation but 
would not solve the yearly budget shortfall . 
 
     We will be voting on a proposal to increase dues at the April meeting. Please feel 
free to contact me with any questions you have about the proposed budget before 
then. 
 
Terri Feldt 
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