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ROAD TRIP INSERT 

Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo 
Shuttle    CONNECTING THROUGH FIBER  

 

It’s Crackle Time 
 

How are you doing on your New Year’s 

resolution?  Have you explored a new 
weave structure or technique?  If not, you 
still have a chance.  Have you tried 
Crackle?  That is one structure I never 
appreciated.  I disliked the “crackle”, I 
guess.  Once I studied Crackle with Susan 
Wilson, I had a whole new feeling about 
the structure.  It is surprisingly versatile 
with so many ways to weave it.  You are 
sure to find one you love.  
  

At our March meeting you will see for 

yourself the true beauty of Crackle.  Susan 
is a Master Weaver, 1990, and comes with 
a wealth of inspiration and knowledge.  I 
look forward to this meeting and seeing all 
of you. 

 
                                     Martha Reeves, President 

Dine with Susan 

All members and guests are invited to an appreciation dinner for our guest speaker  
Susan Wilson 

to be held at the Fieldstone Grill in the Woodbridge Shopping Center  
(3970 W. Centre, Portage, 269-321-8480) 

on Monday February 11 at 5pm 

Please contact Judith Jones by phone or e-mail if you plan on attending. 

Monday nights are quite busy due to their 40% off special and seating can be limited. 
 

 

 

 

 

Crackle Scarf woven by Cyndee Mishler 



 

  

 
2012-2013 Officers & 
Com m ittee Chairs  
President – Martha Reeves 
Vice President – Juanita Manning-Walsh 
Secretary – Anne Mehring 
Treasurer – Nancy Krapf 
Education – Nancy Crampton 
Program Committee Chair – Juanita Manning-Walsh 
Workshop Coordinator – Judith Jones 
Mentor Program – Esther James 
Scholarship Program – acting, Anne Mehring 
Shuttle Editor – Marta G. Williams 
Yearbook Editor – Nancy Clark, Mindy Tai 
Yearbook Fabric – Nancy Crampton 
Service Bureau Coordinator – Ellen Colston 
Librarian – Kristi Chapman 
Library Storage – Martha Reeves 
Membership – Marta G. Williams 
Newcomers/Welcoming – Bev Munson, Karen Lasen 
Photographer – Stephanie Kyhn 
Historian/Archivist – Joanne Casey Smith 
Hospitality Chair – Dawn Mergener 
Equipment Rental – Nancy Frost 
Arts Council Rep – Gretchen Huggett 
MLH Rep – Barb Giesen 
WAFA Chair – Kristie Chapman, Nancy Crampton 
WAFA Treasurer – Jill Strobel 
WAFA Secretary – Cory Zann 
Exemption Committee – Mary Ippel, Anne Mehring, 
Nancy Thornton 

 
 

 
M LH Conference 

Centerpieces 
 

WGK is responsible for centerpieces for the 
MLH Conference fashion show again this year. 
 
In keeping with the conference theme, we're 
going to wrap containers of  all sizes and sorts 
with hand woven fabric, handspun yarns, 
braids, whatever.  
 
Pieces left over from other projects are what 
I'm looking for.  Don’t do any special weaving, 
spinning, etc. All colors, all weave structures,  
all yarn weights, etc., and all sizes/lengths of  
cloth/yarn are welcome.  
 
Also welcome are containers (centerpiece size) 
of  any shape, such as tuna/cat food cans, 
Pringles cans, small water bottles, boxes, etc.  
 
There will be a collection basket for your 
donations at each guild meeting until summer 
or call Barb Giesen, 385-3875, to make 
arrangements. 

Program s for 2012-13 

7 pm at the Portage Senior Center 
 

 

March 11, 2013 

Classic Crackle Weave and More 
Susan Wilson 

‘Crackle Weave is a surprisingly versatile weave 
with great design potential. It is a block weave 
that shares some characteristics with overshot 
and summer and winter, but has its own 
advantages and idiosyncrasies.’  
 

April 8, 2013 
Jacquard Looms and Fancy American Coverlets 
Richard and Chris Jeryan   
More information will be provided in the next  
Shuttle. 
 

May 13, 2013 
Final Meeting of our Fiscal Year   
Approval of the budget for fiscal year 2013-14; 
Election of officers and recognition of the years’ 
volunteers, Guild members and study groups ‘Show 
and Tell.’  Dessert will be provided by the Board. 
 
 

 

 

 

M ay Guild M eeting 

 

Requesting Input 

 

Our May meeting always highlights the personal 
work of  our members, either as part of  a study 
group or  as an individual. 
 
This year we plan to try some new ways for 
sharing the work. Do you have an idea or two 
that might make the meeting work better?  Please 
send your ideas to Nancy Crampton, Education 
Chair 344-6799 or 
nancycramptondesigns@yahoo.com 
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Study Groups 
One of the great benefits of membership in the Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo is the chance to grow as a fiber artist.  

In addition to having workshops and lectures presented by experts from outside our membership, we learn from each other 
in the form of monthly get- togethers led by one of our members.  

Here is information on our current study groups.  
If interested in joining a study group, contact the listed group leader. 

 
 
 

Four Harness 

We meet the second Thursday of the month at 9:30 am at members’ homes. Our project this year is learning the basics of crackle 
weave. The expertise of our members ranges from beginner to expert. We welcome new members at any time. We share our successes 
as well as our “oops”! Join our group, gain knowledge and have a great time. 
Contact JoAnn Johnson jjohnson111@email.itt-tech.edu  
 

 

M oonbeam ers 

As its name implies, Moonbeamers meets by the light of the moon!  On the fourth  Monday of each month, with the exception of 
December, we gather at a fellow member’s home at 7 pm for snacks and weaving conversations.  The February 25 meeting will be held 
at Joanne Casey-Smith’s home where we will continue to discuss untried weave structures. This would be a great time for interested 
weavers to join us. 
Contact Nan Krapf nannok@sbcglobal.net  
 

 

M ulti-Harness 

Multi-harness meets on the third Wednesday of the month, Sept-Oct and Dec-May, 9:30-11:30 am, in a different member's home each 
month. We currently have 15 members, which would make it difficult to add more; however, plans are in the works to spin off a 
second multi-harness group, at this point called Multi-Harness Too. In 2012-13, the original multi-harness group will focus on sharing 
individual progress and producing individual special projects inspired by a group-selected piece of fine art. The inspiration painting 
chosen is ‘Florentine Villa District” by Paul Klee.  The new group will be headed by Mimi Cummings (time, place, and 2012-13 focus as 
yet undecided) and will be open to both those who are new to designing multi-harness weaves and those experienced in weaving with 
more-than-four shafts.  There are no strict requirements for membership in  either group. 
For Multi-Harness contact Nancy Frost nafrost@prodigy.net      For Multi-Harness Too contact Mimi Cummings 342-6943 

 

 

Spinning 

Spinning meets the third Friday of the month in the basement of the Parchment Library from 10 am until 2 pm. Some of our members 
work, so they can only come for an hour or two during that time frame but that is OK. We bring our lunch and spin as we eat; coffee 
and tea are provided. Although many of us are experienced spinners, we love to have new spinners join us, and we have some really 
good teachers in our group.  This year our focus is on making art yarn - although not all members will stick with that theme. New 
members are welcome.  
Contact Terri Smith rwestsmith@comcast.net or Carolyn Snyder cesnyder@att.net  

 

 

Swatch 

The Swatch Study Group is our Guild's first "virtual" study group and is dedicated to individualized study of weave structure. We have 
a swatch exchange at the group's annual (and only) live meeting in May.  The rest of the year we work on our own, using email as 
needed to share comments and ask/answer questions.  We have existed for six years and have amassed an impressive collection of 
fabric samples covering many different weaves and techniques. The Guild Library receives a copy of our samples that is available for 
the total Guild membership to use. This group appeals to the independent weaver who chooses her own study topic and works at her 
own speed.  It is also perfect for those of us who, for reasons of job and family schedules, or where we live, would find regularly 
scheduled meetings a problem, but who want a study group structure and goals.  
Contact Gail Ross figeac@att.net  

 

Please No te 

Other study groups form when there is interest. In the past these have included Felting (Dawn Edwards), Basketry (Jan Bowen) and 
Clothing (Patty Reid). Please contact Education Chair, Nancy Crampton with ideas for new study groups. 
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LiBRARY NEWS 

Book Review 

 
Inkle Pattern Directory 

Anne Dixon 
Interweave Press 

 
Paging through this book makes you want to go beyond 
your comfort zone and expand your horizons.  The 
book is spiral bound for easy use.  The 400 patterns 
range from the very simple to very complex.  Directions 
for several alphabets are also included. All the 
illustrations are in color. Besides the extensive pattern 
directions, a history, tips, and possible projects are also 
included. 

                                                        Jan Bowen            

 

 
Hospitality Schedule 

2012-2013 

If  you have any questions or concerns please 
feel free to contact me. Thank you! 
                       Dawn Mergener, Hospitality Chair 
                             657-7321 or jnd49079@gmail.com 
Mar. 11, 2013 - Moonbeamers group 
Apr. 8, 2013 - Swatch Exchange  
May 13, 2013 - WGK Board 
 
 

 

Funds are available 

to prom ote 

textiles in the 

classroom  
 

Are you involved in an educational program that teaches 
textile techniques?  Do you know of a local teacher who is 
using knitting, weaving, spinning in their classroom? 
 
The Guild budgeted money this year to support such 
efforts and there is still money available for teachers. The 
Board needs a request letter that details the project that 
needs funding and the amount of money requested. 
 
Past projects that have been funded include a knitting 
club at an elementary school, (we gave money to purchase 
yarn and knitting needles) and warp yarns for a young 
adult program that had looms. 
 
For more information please contact Nancy Crampton, 
Education Chair 344-6799 or 
nancycramptondesigns@yahoo.com 
 
 

Next Board M eeting 

The next Board meeting will be on 
March 13 at 1 PM 

at the 
Portage Library. 

Members are welcome to join us. 
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Spring is coming……. 

Are you ready to get out and take a 

Road Trip?  

And expand your stash at the same 

time? 

Check out the “Road Trip’ Insert. 

mailto:jnd49079@gmail.com
mailto:nancycramptondesigns@yahoo.com


  

WGK Calendar of events 

March 2013 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      1 

 

2 

3 4 

 

5 6 

 

7 

 

 

8 9 

10 11 
General 
Meeting 
7 pm 
Portage Senior 
Center 
 

12 13 
Board Meeting 
1 pm 
Portage Library 

14 
Four Harness 
9:30 am 
 

15 

Spinning 

10 am to 2 pm 

16 

17 18 

 

19 20 
MultiHarness 
9:30 am 

21 

 

 

 

22 
SHUTTLE 
deadline 

 

23 

24/31 25 
Moonbeamers 
7pm 

26 27 

 

28 29 30 
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A Thank you from JoAnn Bachelder 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo 
POBox 2795 
Kalamazoo, MI  49007 

2013 SHUTTLE deadlines 
For 2013 April SHUTTLE – March 22, 2013 
For 2013 May SHUTTLE – April 26, 2013 

Send items for the SHUTTLE to the SHUTTLE Editor at martag1111@yahoo.com  
 

Mary Wilson’s Estate Sale  

Yarn, weaving material, equipment, 
books, magazines and everything 
else relating to craft that Mary 
owned will be available for sale at 
Laurie Olm’s residence, 9426 
Oakview Drive, Portage, April 16, 
5-7 pm..  If  you have any questions, 
please call Inga at 365-1849 or 
Laurie at 599-2718 

For Sale  Weaving Tips  

When warping your loom, raise your 
heddles to eye level as you are seated.  
This will reduce strain on your back 
and neck.  Some looms have 
mechanisms to hold the heddles in a 
raised position. On other looms, you 
will need to either tie the heddles or 
prop the heddles up using books or 
blocks of  wood.  If  your loom is 
small, you can also raise the whole 
loom up by placing blocks of  wood 
under the legs. 

mailto:martag1111@yahoo.com

