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The Shuttle

Musings from the Front Porch —_—

One of my favorite summertime activities is to sit on our front porch in the evening and spin by
candlelight. It is a magical time. Surrounded by citronella candles I count the fireflies in the meadow,
watch for our bat visitors, and keep an eye on the stars as one by one, they appear in the darkening sky.
Sometimes | visit with a friend or my son who also loves the quiet evenings on the porch. Sometimes |
listen to an audio book. And always the bobbins fill with yarn spun from long lengths of clean carded
wool or from little puffs of fiber | dyed and blended together-- fibers collected and stored away in big
bins, awaiting summer nights. | consider summer as the spinning season, with winter for the loom, warm
inside, overlooking the same gardens and meadow—now covered by snow.

August, at the end of summer is for me, a heralding of the New Year—more so than January, the month
our calendar shows as the first month. The end of summer is just before the beginning of the academic
year, and is also when fiber folk come together. Weavers gather in early August at Hope College in
Holland, M1 for a slew of workshops by national teachers brought in by the Michigan League of
Handweavers. In the third week of August, spinners, producers, campers, buyers and sellers of fiber
animals and product all meet at the Allegan County Fairgrounds for the Michigan Fiber Festival, a market
and learning center for the fiber community. Many carloads from Kalamazoo make the trip, returning
laden with fiber stash builders, equipment—all things fiber related are at this wonderful market.

Soon after, in September, the “real new year,” the air cools, energy returns, and we traditionally can and
freeze, start new projects, go back to school, and hold the first of our Guild meetings. In September we
reconvene at the Portage Senior Center, renewing friendships and seeking out new members to share our
fiber pleasures with them.

There is a theory of social change that suggests the use of the front porch for casual sitting, viewing the
street and chatting with neighbors to affect a civil neighborhood. | keep remembering the town, name
long forgotten, that cleaned up its court system by maintaining a cadre of knitters who sat in the back of
the court room, knitting. In the course of time, they learned a lot about court procedures, but never
interacted with any staff, just maintained their silent witness to the power—of social observation and the
fiber arts.

Remember to send in your membership form, included in this issue of Shuttle or bring your check for $30
to the September meeting. | am looking forward to seeing everyone again and here’s to a productive year
in the fiber arts.

Cheers!

Anne Mehring

Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo President

5767 West R Avenue, Schoolcraft, Ml 49087
269-375-1639

September 2010 Shuttle Deadline

Items due for the September Shuttle
August 25, 2010

Send articles & announcements to
Lori Evesque
lorievesque@comcast.net
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2010-2011 Officers, Board Members, & Committee Chairs

President — Anne Mehring
Vice President — Helen Duffy
Secretary — Cory Zann
Treasurer — Nancy Krapf
Membership — Marta G. Williams
Education — Gail Ross
Program Committee Chair — Nancy Crampton
Shuttle Editor — Lori Evesque
Shuttle Distribution — Marta Williams
Yearbook Editor — Nancy Clark
Yearbook Fabric — Cathy McCarthy
Mentors — Esther James
Newcomers — Nancy Thornton
Service Bureau Coordinator — Ellen Colston
Librarian — Kristi Chapman
Photographer — Cyndee Mishler
Historian / Archivist — Joanne Casey Smith
Workshop Coordinator — Nancy Frost
Hospitality Chair — Dawn Mergener
Equipment Rental (spinning and weaving) — Nancy Frost
Arts Council rep — Gretchen Huggett
Michigan League of Handweavers rep— Jan Tucker
Web Site — Jan Tucker

WAFA Co-Chairs — Sue Pufpaff and Kristi Chapman
WAFA Secretary — Roxanne Pett
WAFA Treasurer — Martha Reeves
Exemption Committee — Nancy Reile, Anne Mehring, Lestra Hazel

Study Groups
Four Harness ................ ..........Cyndee Mishler !
Second Thursday, 9:30 AM, September through June

MoOoNbEAMErS.....cevveeeevrecieieeennn, Helen Lemmer # $ % !
Fourth Monday, 7:00 PM

Multi-harness...........ccooevvrennenes Nancy Clark (_% % % %! "
Third Wednesday, 9:30 AM

Friday Spinners = & §  %C %) *%$ C% + =% % -

Third Friday, 10:00AM to 2:00 PM, Parchment Library

Swatch Exchange ...........cc.cc...... GailRoss 0 % %! "
Virtual meetings/communications via email throughout the year.

Basket-weaving.................... Jan Bowen -+, 1 % ! "
First Monday from 7pm-9pm at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church
929 East Centre St. Portage

Fiber for Fashion.................... Patricia Reid (patriciareid2@msn.com)

Felting............... Dawn Edwards and Suzanne Pufpaff (dawn@feltsoright.com )




¢ 3

WGK Meeting Schedule 2010-2011
Portage Senior Center

September 13: Garage sale, jewelry technique taught by members, socializing.

October 12: Lecture by Irish felter Nicola Brown

November 8: Kati Meek -tartans
December 13: Fashion show video, cookies, social time

February 14: Kevin Kissell - historical issues influencing contemporary fiber art

March 14: Beth Smith -spinning-related lecture

April 11: Carol Hassemer - Swedish Textiles
May 9: Annual display of study group projects

October 12: Nicola Brown -Daytime felting workshop
December 11-12: Martha Reeves - Bead Leno
March: Beth Smith - Spinning workshop
April: Lois Lane - Spinning wheel repair

Free to good home
2 harness fly shuttle loom for weaving rag rugs. For more information call 345-4622 and ask for Ruth. This
is a neighbor of Nancy Crampton. The loom belonged to his mother and has been stored for about 10 years.
They have the manual and are working to locate it.)

YARN SALE

Yarn from former Guild member, Faye Wingate, will be sold SATURDAY - August 7.
Sale is 10am to 2 pm at Anne May's residence: 2516 Kensington Drive, Kalamazoo.
Books, magazines and other equipment are also included.

Proceeds to be donated to the Guild.
22222222222222222222

FOR SALE

Like new: 46 inch folding Schacht Loom 4 Now 4 Later Low Castle (~5 x 5 foot space needed when fully
extended) also included: Leclerc bench with flip top seat, open storage on the sides, a large warping frame
for wall use (up to ~12 yds), about 6 boat shuttles, dozens of bobbins, 2 reeds 4 & 8 (?), a hand bobbin
winder, a Schacht Rope Machine, Brenda Mergen's invention the Wonder Warper setup so a person can
warp yardage alone easily, several rolls of corrugated cardboard, ~50 pounds of various yarns, synthetic,
hand dyed, spun etc mexican wool, mexican cotton for making hammochas or great rug warp. Also have all
the flat metal heddles for the 4 later harnesses if someone cares to purchase them. There are also lots of
small extras such as weights, flat shuttles, long & short, 3 books, the Key to Weaving Porters Pattern book
and a Leclerc primer. $2,400.00 or best offer.

That's about it.  I've been offered $1,500.00 for just the loom from the weaving business in Allegan but I
would prefer to sell everything together for a more reasonable price. It's all in good shape, never got wet or
rusty | just do not have the space anymore I live in such a tiny house.

Thanks so much. Mary Powers 269-279-8740 EVERYTHING WILL FIT IN A MINI VAN
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Weaver's Guild Newsflash

If you are interested in felting, we have a fast turnaround deal for you.
But to take advantage of this incredible offer, you must act right away!

Nicola Brown, internationally known fiber artist will be in Kalamazoo for two workshops in
October. The first is a two day felting workshop October 9&10 and a second class on Monday,
October 12th.

Since both workshops are held at the KIA and registration is through Barb at their Kirk Newman
School, if you are interested in attending, Guild members who are also members of the KIA, must
register right away within the next few days as there are only 10 spots in each class.

Guild members who are not KIA members should register anyway on line at http://www.kiarts.org,
as nonmember registrations will be held until August 11 and space filled in the order in which
registrations are submitted. Please tell the KIA that you are a WGK member when
registering.

There are five easy ways to register, BUT if you wish to attend, better stop in or call
today or do the online registration:

1. On line: Go to http://www.kiarts.org, look for the sidebar with the Fall Class schedules,
click on the "fiber" offerings, click on the "register for class" button for the workshop/class
that you wish to take.

In person: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Saturday; Noon-5 p.m. Sunday

By Phone: With a credit card. Call the Registration office at (269) 349-7775 ext. 3101. on
weekends, call (269) 349-7775 ext. 3001.

By Fax: Fax registration form and credit card information to (269) 349-9313.

By Mail: Mail registration form with check or credit card information to:

wWN

A

School Registration
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts
314 S. Park Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Make checks payable to "Kalamazoo Institute of Arts" or "KIA."

Hope to see all of you October 9-11 at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, and then again Monday
evening, October 11, at 7:00 p.m. when Nicola will be our guest speaker at the Weavers Guild
Meeting.

A big thank you to everyone from the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts and the Weavers Guild who've
made Nicola's visit possible.
Thanks so much, Dawn Edwards
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Felting Workshops Information

Dawn Edwards sends this background information.

Her friend and feltmaker, the Irish lass, Nicola Brown, will be in town and teaching a weekend workshop
(Complex Felt Bags - Functional Wearable Art) and also a one-day class (Felted Accessories) at the
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts (KIA).

Nicola has taught in both Ireland and the United States. She has studied felt-making in Ireland,
Germany and Denmark with international artists and feltmakers, including Anita Larkin, Mehmet Girgic,
Sigrid Bannier, Annette Quentin-Stoll, Lyda Rump and Anna Gunnarsdottir. Nicola is a member of the
Crafts Council of Ireland, Feltmakers Ireland, the International Feltmakers Association, the Nine Stones
Artists and the South East Textile Group.

If you'd like additional information on Nicola, please check her blog at: http://clasheen.wordpress.com

Course descriptions, dates, and costs are as follows:

Complex Felt Bags - Functional Wearable Art (557)

Nicola Brown

Saturday and Sunday, October 9 & 10, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sustaining Members: $143,

Members: $147, Community: $155

Studio 6, Limit 10

Materials fee to be paid on date of workshop. A $30 (approximately) materials fee will need to be paid
on date of workshop. Participants will begin by creating a small piece of jewelry embedding glass
nuggets or stones within our felt and using natural or artificial fabric for surface decoration and texture.
There will be discussion of the various options for felting bags with integrated handles, multiple pockets,
flaps, attachments and shapes and looking at the various ways the bags may be adapted to be used as
handbags, shoulder bags or backpacks. Participants will learn how to either stitch or stick resist
materials together to create the templates and then make a sample piece using layers of merino and C1
wool or similar coarse wool. Continuation of felting and finishing the bags will complete the workshop.
Bring a sack lunch, materials list available on the web.

Felted Accessories (558)
Nicola Brown
Monday, October 11, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sustaining Members: $68, Members: $72 Community: $80
Studio 6, Limit 10
Materials fee to be paid on date of workshop. A $27 (approximately) materials fee will need to be paid
on date of workshop. This workshop will allow participants to experiment incorporating found objects,
glass nuggets, stones, fabric, leather, fish skin and any other kind of inclusion in make unique wearable
accessories. Each person will create a combination of rings, bracelets, necklaces, brooches, scarves,
simple belts, purses, neck wraps, sleeveless mittens, or flowers. Nicola will bring a selection of unusual
fabrics with her from Ireland including metallic meshes and sequin or glitter studded polyester, for
participants to use. Bring a sack lunch; materials list available on the web.

It's Time to Renew your Membership

Membership forms and dues are being accepted for the 2010-2011 Guild year. A copy of the membership
form is attached for your convenience. The membership form is also available on the Guild's website. Dues
are $30.

Please either bring your form and dues to the May Guild meeting or mail them to the Guild mailbox.
(Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo, Inc., PO Box 2795, Kalamazoo, M1 49003-2795)
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TEXTILE EXHIBIT

An exhibition of the work of textile artist Susan Moran will be featured at the Carnegie Center for the
Arts, 107 N Main, Three Rivers MI, from August 22 through October 17, 2010.

Susan, a former WGK speaker and workshop leader, incorporates shibori, silkscreen, and stitching to
create works inspired by the natural world and common human experiences. Her commissions include
textiles for the University of Michigan Medical School, United Technologies Automotive, and the
Michigan Horticultural Society, and her hwork has been profiled in Fiberarts Magazine.

In 2007 Susan was awarded a personal development grant from the National Surface Design
Association to research Renaissance Italian silks and velvets in Florence. Her Carnegie Center
exhibition entitled “Le Avventure di Pinocchio & Other Selected Works” was inspired by that trip to
Italy, which included a visit to the ancient and architecturally rich city of Lucca, hometown of Carlo
Sollodi, the author of Pinocchio.

Member Tip

An Alternative to Corrugated Cardboard for Warping

/8 & $ 4+ % 5/ %# N $ /N $ % #$ $% § $
$ /%/ ! & $% # # % 6/ &! 1, /% 8 + #
o, % % $8 % %, %S H H% $ %/ . $%0s % $ I 7&
$ # 03 . %8 0 $ 08# /% % .1 $%, 9
0 H#%& % "%, - 0 # # $ % # O## 5 % 8 , # 0+ 0
# - #H#E /WS # / % % # %/ % % , % 3

# ., % %& !

% <%

Looking for a good home...wheat for weaving.

The 4-Harness group has a couple boxes of wheat stalks for weaving available from former member
Eileen Guimond’s craft supplies. We used them for one project and no one seems to want to use the
rest. We can bring them to the meeting in September or make other arrangements for whomever would
like them. Please contact either Lori Evesque (657-7912) or Mary Jane Kreidler (343-6779) if you are
interested.
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KICK-OFF LETTER (2010-2011) FROM YOUR EDUCATION CHAIR
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Education Report continued.
Swatch Study Group..?% O 0 % %!
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Education Report continued.
Self-Studies and Short-Term Group Studies
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“Beyond our Selvedges”
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Education Report continued.
Library
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Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo, Inc.
Membership Form
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Official Use Only

&

;h# $i# +R

Annual Dues $30.00 Payable to:

- Dues cover 1 year from June 1 to May 31 the following year
- Dues are due by Sept. 30 if you wish to participate in the WAFA Sale

Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo
P.O. Box 2795
Kalamazoo, M| 49003-2795

New Member? Renewing?

Name: Telephone:
Address: Work Telephone:
City: State: Zip:

E-mail Address:

If you are a Member Business Owner, indicate business name:

Indicate if you would be willing to volunteer to serve, if needed, in any of the capacities listed below:

Program Committee Workshop Setup

Meeting Setup & Refreshments Library Committee

Publicity/Community Awareness WAFA Sale Committee

Membership WAFA Sale Setup

Speaker Hospitality WAFA Sale Worker

Miscellaneous volunteering, other committees - Call me

Present Program/Workshop:

Demonstrate:

Teach:

Do Commissions:

Program Suggestion:

I wish to have a mentor in the following areas:

| wish to serve as a mentor in:

I have this equipment (make, description):
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