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A Note from the Guild Presidentt ™=

Our April 12 meeting is Dr. Suzanne Eberle from the Kendall College art department in
Grand Rapids who will speak on “Finding Fashion — 300 Years of Disseminating
Style.” She has spoken at our guild in the past and is an entertaining (and hilarious)
presenter.

It has occurred to me that we are nearing the end of the 2009-2010 Weavers Guild year.
At the last couple of board meetings we have been going over budget items for next
year. Once again | have been so impressed at the large number our members who
volunteer to fulfill the many jobs that we need to make our organization work.

At a glance, everything looks so smooth: the Shuttle comes out announcing news and
the program for the month’s meeting, the speaker arrives and the meeting begins, name
tags are available, coffee and cookies appear and there are library books to check out
and notecards to buy. In reality, all these “little” things are there because many of our
members have taken it on themselves to make them happen.

Our sale takes place because of the planning of the sale committee, the large number of
weavers who contribute items to sell and the larger number who come to buy items and
bring their friends!

We should all be proud to be members of this Weavers Guild and | know | am proud
and happy to know all of you. Thanks!

Nancy
Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo President

Nancy Crampton
321 Inkster Ave.
Kalamazoo, M1 49001

344-6799

May 2010 Shuttle Deadline

Items due for the May Shuttle
April 25, 2010
Send articles & announcements to
Lori Evesque
lorievesque@comcast.net
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2009-2010 Officers, Board Members, & Committee Chairs

President — Nancy Crampton
Vice President — Holly Jensen
Secretary — Cory Zann
Treasurer — Nancy Krapf
Membership — Marta G. Williams
Education — Gail Ross
Program Committee Chair — Open
Shuttle Editor — Lori Evesque
Shuttle Distribution — Marta Williams
Yearbook Editor — Nancy Clark
Yearbook Fabric — Esther James
Mentors / Welcome — Esther James
Newcomers — Nancy Thornton
Service Bureau Coordinator — Ellen Colston
Librarian — Kristi Chapman
Photographer — Cyndee Mishler
Historian / Archivist — Joanne Casey Smith
Workshop Coordinator — Nancy Frost
Hospitality Chair — Dawn Mergener
Equipment Rental (spinning and weaving) — Nancy Frost
Arts Council rep — Gretchen Huggett
Michigan League of Handweavers rep— Jan Tucker
Web Site — Jan Tucker

WAFA Co-Chairs — Sue Pufpaff and Kristi Chapman
WAFA Secretary — Roxanne Pett
WAFA Treasurer — Martha Reeves
Exemption Committee — Nancy Reile, Anne Mehring, Lestra Hazel

Study Groups
Four Harness ................ ..........Cyndee Mishler
Second Thursday, 9:30 AM, September through June

MoOoNbEAMErS.....cevveeeevrecieieeennn, Helen Lemmer
Fourth Monday, 7:00 PM

Multi-harness..........cccoevevvervenenn, Cathy McCarthy
Third Wednesday, 9:30 AM

Friday Spinners ..........ccccceevenenn. Terri Smith
Third Friday, 10:00AM to 2:00 PM, Parchment Library

Swatch Exchange ...........c.cc...... Gail Ross
Virtual meetings/communications via email throughout the year.

Basket-weaving.................... Jan Bowen
First Monday from 7pm-9pm at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church
929 East Centre St. Portage
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Membership Meeting; Monday April 12, 2010
7:00 PM Portage Senior Center

“Finding Fashion — 300 Years of Disseminating Style”
Presented by Prof. Suzanne Eberle, Kendall College of Art & Design

Please join us for an interesting and informative evening with Dr. Suzanne Eberle.
From dolls in miniature couture outfits to painterly illustrations, from detailed engravings to
cutting-edge videos, designers have used multiple ways of spreading the newest ideas
about what is chic and desirable. This presentation will follow the history of disseminating
modern fashion.

Snacks provided by the; Friday Hand-spinners Study Group
Make a fun evening yummy by joining other guild members for dinner with Suzanne at the
Olive Garden Italian Restaurant 6700 S Westnedge, Portage, 5pm. No reservation is
necessary.

For Sale:

Bernina Sewing Machine, Electronic Activa 125. Rarely used, 5 years old. 20 Decorative
and quilting stitches. Includes extra purchased feet and walking foot (new $110.00). | just
have too many machines and need the space.

Machine alone was over $800.00 new, will sacrifice for $450.00 for everything.

Contact: Martha Reeves 269-324-5546 or e-mail: theweaver@charter.net

Weaving Supplies Available!

ShipPac, Inc. has corrugated cardboard for use in winding on warps. | bought a roll 42"x 250’
for about $50. Their address is 3000 Covington Rd, behind Wings Stadium. 269-381-7130. Call first
before going out there.

Thanks! Cory Zann

Loom for Sale

For Sale: 48" 4 harness Norwood loom with bench, reeds, warp winder, and spool rack. This
beautiful cherry wood loom is in excellent condition. Price is $1,000, or make an offer.

Call Florence at 616-301-9066

Loom for Sale

Schacht Baby Wolf four harness sectional floor loom in very good condition. All needed
equipment plus an assortment of extra equipment, weaving books, and lots of weaving
yarn. A package deal for $850.00 Please call Janet Witt in Three Rivers at 269-244-5396
for further details.
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Education News!

As the current year comes to an end (already!) this is the time to chart the course for NEXT YEAR'S
STUDY GROUPS. Joining a study group is a wonderful way to learn more about your fiber art as well
as provide some structure to your artistic life. (There is nothing like a deadline and goal to keep one
going!) Best of all, study groups provide a comfortable setting for asking questions, sharing
information, show and tell, and getting to know fellow guild members.)

Existing Groups: We currently have six standing study groups meeting at different times. As they
complete their current year projects, they are also in the process of making plans for next year. Why not
talk to the leaders of these groups to see if now is the time for you to join up: Four Harness--Cyndee
Mishler; Moonbeamers--Helen Lemmer; Multi-Harness--Nancy Clark; Spinnng--Terri Smith; Basket
Weaving--Jan Bowen; and Swatch Exchange--Gail Ross

New Groups: Perhaps the existing groups do not meet your needs or interests? Then now is the time to
indicate your preferences so that we can put in place some new groups for next year. Even if you are a
bit unsure, remember that study groups can be short or long-term, and that the membership itself
determines the projects and challenges, the meeting times and places, how often the group meets, etc. |
want to urge all of you who have, for one reason or another, not yet become involved in a study group,
to contact me with your concerns and desires. (For example, | have unofficially heard from some people
over this past year that an additional evening weavers study group would be helpful for those whose
schedules conflict with Moonbeamers. Also, some persons have expressed interest in felting. There are
likely many more ideas for groups, including perhaps one-year projects or "organized self-study"--
sometimes referred to as a virtual study group.) PLEASE E-MAIL ME AT figeac@att.net TO
EXPRESS INTEREST, SUGGEST NEW IDEAS, RAISE CONCERNS!! I will be very happy to
help coordinate efforts and also introduce members with similar interests.

Summer Activities: Generally we all disband for the summer, with plenty of family activities, travel,
and gardens to fill our time, but maybe some of you would be interested in very short term educational
activities or even one-time get togethers on a topic of interest (maybe even in a lovely outdoor setting?).
And, don't forget all the fiber-related activities outside the guild, such as MLH, Fiber Festival,
Convergence and many more. Again, PLEASE E-MAIL ME AT figeac@att.net TO SHARE
IDEAS. If you can let me know of interesting things going on of potential interest to members, let me
know of those as well and | will incorporate them into the end of year report for the May Shulttle.

Hopefully we can get things going before the end of the current WGK year!

REMINDER!! The Swatch Study Group will hold its annual swatch exchange at 6pm May 10th
just before the final meeting of the Guild.

Your Education Chair,
Gail Ross
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WAPFA Sale Guideline Revisions

The WAFA committee has received the following 19 proposals for revising the WAFA sale guidelines. Please read them over to
discuss and vote at the May meeting. The guidelines themselves can be found in the February Shuttle on-line. Paper copies of the
guidelines and the revision proposals will be available at the April & May meetings.

WAFA Sale Guideline Revision Proposals
1. By Holly Jensen

“We are primarily devoted to the knowledge of traditional and contemporary hand weaving, hand spinning and related fiber arts.
[delete: Therefore, our emphasis is on hand-woven and handspun work]”

Location: First paragraph of the Sale Guidelines

Comment: To suggest that all other hand-fiber art items need to juried is not representative of our sale items: example; felted or
knitted items and hand-made baskets

2. By Lestra Hazel

“The Exemption Committee will meet prior to the general meeting of the Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo, in September, October and
November, in order to consider exemptions. No exemptions will be made the day of the sale.”

Location: Paragraph 3 in Guidelines — replace sentence, “if the request is made..”

Comment: During the set-up on sale day, the exemption committee is too busy helping check in sale items to stop, regroup and
consider new items.
3. By Holly Jensen

#4 “All items must be made by members of the Weavers’ Guild of Kalamazoo, Inc., using a hand-made technique.”
Location: Number 4 under General Rules & Guidelines

Comment: Wording change for clarity
4. By Cory Zann

Add “on heavy card stock” to 2" sentence of General Rules & Guidelines #12

Comments: Reprint sale tags on card stock, and discard the green tags printed on thin paper. The green tags tear easily. If they are
attached with tag guns such as stores use, the plastic tag easily tears through our sale tags.

5. By Cory Zann
Revise the sale tag to include new fibers such as, but not limited to, Tencel and bamboo. Add appropriate care instructions to the
tags for new fibers if they are not already listed.

Location: picture of tag in General Rules & Guidelines #12

6. By Cory Zann & Kristi Chapman

Create a separate tag for use only on skeins of handspun. Include on it all the fibers used by spinners as well as care instructions,
yardage, and any other required information. It could be printed on different color paper than other tags to avoid confusion, and it
could also have HANDSPUN across it as watermark type of print.

Comments: The WAFA Sale tags lack much of the information required of spinners. A tag designed specifically to give
information on handspun items would be easier for spinners to use and easier to read at the sales check-out.

A separate tag for handspun would be useful for two reasons:

1. If requirements for handspun were added to existing tags, they would be much larger.
2. If one tag contained information for both spinners and weavers, it may be confusing as to who was required to fill out what
information. For example, do weavers need to list yardage?
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7. By Gail Ross

“Items should be priced  whole dollar amounts—e.g. $10.00, $55.00, $110.00, etc
Location: General Rules and Guidelines 12h—this is a CHANGE

Comments: Expert advice on the subject is to price items in whole numbers only. Cents are for bargain pricing and not the image
we want associated with our handcrafted work. Whole numbers are also easier and faster for checkout, including sales tax
calculations.

Also, let’s give higher numerical examples since we are offering high end items!

See Tracy Kaestner’s article in the January/February 2010 issue of Handwoven, p. 65 on the subject of Pricing Handwovens.

8. By Gail Ross

“Be certain that everything is clean, fresh, wrinkle-free, and fully-finished as appropriate for the item before you offer it for sale
or exhibit.”

Location: Rules and Guidelines for Handwovens: 1. This is a CHANGE by creating an ADDITION to the third sentence.

Comments: | think it is a good idea to add this to the list of general reminders applicable to all handwovens, since we would hate
to have a customer complain (as in voting with his/her feet) because an item that hadn’t been washed shrank on first laundering or
chenille fringes weren’t secured, or any number of specific possible problems.

9. By Jackie Strong
“Woven garments may have knit or crocheted bands, collars or sleeves using the same fibers used to weave the body.”

Location: Number 2 of Rules and Guidelines of Handwovens - addition

Comment: | have custom-spun yarn from my sheep which | intended to use to create clothing. This rule prohibits my using it
because it is not handspun. (I also believe woven fibers for chenille, bamboo, silk, etc could be embellished with hand-crocheted
or knit cotton.)

10. By Roxanne Pett

“Visible commercial structures should be limited to 20 % of the visible basket size. No wire frames or kit-work will be
permitted.”

Location: #7 Baskets under Rules and Guidelines for Handwovens

Comment: Baskets in general have handles, and in the handmade basket area, most have commercial handles so this clarifies to
match what is actually happening in basket making.

“Knitted or crocheted items must be made from roving or handspun yarns that meet the yarn guidelines above
Location: Change of wording for #3 under Rules and Guidelines for Handspuns and Handkanits.

Comments: This should clarify and define clearly what yarns are acceptable

12. By Deb Cline and Ellen Schneider

“Handknitters can also use good quality cotton, linen and bamboo commercial yarn for hand knitted or crocheted items.”
Location: Modification of #3 under Rules and Guidelines for Handspuns and Handknits

Comments: It would give our customers a wider range of choices in fibers and price point. We would not be infringing on any of
the handspinners that are in the group as there are not any who spin these fibers to knit with for sale.

13. By Deb Cline

Infant and Children products will have a special designated area. All products in this area should be only of natural fibers, no
synthetics, due to safety issues.

Location: Rules and Guidelines for Handspuns and Handknits - add 4. [or expand #6 in General Rules to include woven articles-
KC]

Comment: Spinners and knitters should have equal say in what yarn is used and should not be limited to handspun but all yarns
should be of good quality.
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14. By Jackie Strong
“Be primarily made of fiber, which may include yarn, wheat, straw, cornhusks & other natural fibers.”
Location: Rules and Guidelines for Ornaments

Comments: Encourage non-weaving guild members to create holiday ornaments using natural materials as well as commercial
accents. We used to have many ornaments — maybe the rules are too confusing or too strict to encourage creativity. | have had corn
husk angels for 30 years that are beautiful, also wheat ornaments. Encourage creativity of natural materials. A study group might
inspire ideas for tree ornaments.

15. By Suzanne Pufpaff

“Items that are knitted and then fulled can be created from appropriate commercial yarns before they are fulled by the artist. All
knitting must be done by the selling member. Previously knitted items that have been recycled by fulling and restitching do not
qualify for this category.”

Location: Rules and Guidelines for Felting — new #4
Comments: This is a clarification of what has actually been happening for the last few years at sales.

16. By Kelly Brant
Rules and Guidelines for Boutigue:

“The Boutique category encompasses all items that do not fit squarely in the other categories. Examples might include sculpture,
pieces created with multiple techniques, tableware, and mobiles, but are not limited in any way by this list.

Pieces in this category may contain manufactured components (wire armature or a weighted base in a sculpture for example) but
80% of the visible surfaces must by handmade by the artist.

As with all our other categories, pieces submitted for the Boutique should be the artist’s highest quality work, well-finished and
tasteful.”

Location: New Category

Comments: It seems that there are always some items that do not fit squarely in the other categories. Since this is a guild that
encourages creativity and imagination, the addition of this category allows for pieces that are hard to evaluate such as those that
combine techniques.

17. By Gail Ross

“Fringes, if used, should enhance the rug design and be no longer than 3 inches when checked in.

Location: Rules and Guidelines for Handwovens: 4. RUGS—this is a CHANGE by the ADDITION at the end of the final
sentence.

18. By Suzanne Pufpaff

Rules and Guidelines for Printed Matter

“Patterns, articles, directions and books authored by a guild member may be sold at the WAFA Sale. Samples showing what the
instructions create are encouraged to be displayed with the printed matter.”

Location: New Category

Comments: Since many of the guild members teach and create patterns and other directions, and since part of what the guild does is
share information, it seems this would be an excellent way to expand and encourage participation by members both new and old. It
also gives an outlet to members who may have been thinking of writing something up but have not been able to see any outlet for it.
Kits have been allowed in the past, so this is just expanding on this area. The idea behind this would not be to be a book sale, but to
showcase member authors.

19. By Holly Jensen

Rules and Guidelines for Equipment

1: Equipment must be designed and handmade by the artist.

2: No items created from commercial kits will be accepted.

3: Repaired antiques or repurposed items will not be accepted.

4: Examples of acceptable equipment and accessories are hand-made loom, bench, spinning wheel, spindle, warping board, yarn-
reel, shuttle, nostepine, niddie-noddy, knitting needles, tatting shuttle, spinning hook, lazy-kate ........

5: All equipment and accessories must be reviewed by the exemption committee before acceptance.

Location: New Category

Comments: It is a primary mission of our guild to promote participation in the fiber arts. Providing a resource for quality hand-
made (examples) weaving, spinning, knitting or lace-making equipment would facilitate and encourage membership participation.




Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo

PO Box 2795
Kalamazoo Ml
49003-2795

Don’t Forget We Are On the Web!
Go to:
www.weaversqguildofkalamazoo.org

See the web site for
Service Bureau opportunities and up to date info.




